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ONLINE VIRTUAL CLUB GAMES 
 

What do I need to play in these games? 

1. A BBO account.  If you don’t already have one, you can create one for free!  

Just visit http://www.bridgebase.com 

 

2. Link your ACBL number with your BBO account.  If you are not an ACBL 

member, you can still register, but you will not receive ACBL MPs.   

Click HERE to join the ACBL. 
 

3. You will need to purchase BB$ to pay for games.  You may use a credit card 

or PayPal to purchase after you log in to your account.  Games fees are: 

 BB$6 for standard 18-board game 

 BB$8 for a 24-board game  

 BB$5 for the special Wednesday night game  

 

How do I register for a private club game? 

1. Games appear on the BBO schedule two hours before game time.  You will not 

see them before then. 

 

2. Register by going to the “Competitive” tab PLAY OR WATCH BRIDGE 

section on the homescreen.  (Remember, they will not show up until two 

hours before game time!)  Then click on “ACBL Virtual Clubs.”   

 

3. Scroll down and find the club game.  You may find it easier to use the search 

tab (found in the top right of that part of the screen). 

 

4. Click on the club game.  It will prompt you for your partner’s name.  Make 

sure to use their BBO username! YOUR PARTNER MUST BE ONLINE in 

order for you to invite them.  Once you’ve invited them, they will see a pop-

up box on their computer screen alerting them to the invitation.  They need 

to hit "accept." You will have the option to pay individually or for both.  Once 

this is done, your partnership is registered for the event and you can log off 

or do something else.  Just make sure to log back in at least 10-15 minutes 

http://www.bridgebase.com/
http://www.acbl.org/
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before game time.  At game time, you will automatically be taken to your 

table.  

 

5. Or, click on "Partnership Desk" and either add yourself to the list of single 

players and click the "Invite button" to invite someone to be your partner.  

(To view a player's profile, click on his/her username.   

 

6. Both players must be online before game time. 

 Please be aware that if you remain idle for more than an hour, the 

system will boot you out unless you indicate that you are still 

there. 

 Once the game starts, you will not lose your seat in the event even 

if you lose your internet connection in the middle of the game.  

Once your internet connection is re-established, you will be taken 

back to your seat. 

 

7. Game results will be under BBO History and ACBL Live for Clubs. 

 

Need more help?  Less experienced with BBO?  Check out these resources:   
 

Click HERE for a great tutorial from Henry Meguid of Durham's Bridge Academy. 

 Short and sweet in case these directions aren't enough.   
 

Click HERE for a Tutorial on how to join at www.bridgebase.com. 

 ***Note: After registering, you will receive an email to confirm your account.  

 BBO has temporarily disabled profile pictures while they increase server limits. 

Click HERE for a Tutorial on how to add BBO$. 

Click HERE for a Tutorial on how to use the chat feature inside of BBO. 

Click HERE for a Tutorial on how to start games & join tables inside of BBO. 

Click HERE for a Tutorial on how to save Convention Cards inside of BBO.  

 

Still need more help?   
 

Click HERE for a VERY comprehensive 30-minute tutorial by The Sagamore Bridge 

Club. 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/rec/play/ucclJbyrqWk3SNactASDBvV-W42-f62s1nAY_PANmk7jACUANwCgY7sSYOZwVc0cpawRRWQpZODxGp_S?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=xneG-hVjRkKEtPPQhU-MdQ.1585770937026.5805ccd0b9e336b0b1f199bb20e98595&_x_zm_rhtaid=255
http://www.bridgebase.com/
www.bridgebase.com
https://dallasbridgeandgames.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Video-Mar-19-9-12-45-PM.mov
https://dallasbridgeandgames.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Video-Mar-21-11-38-47-PM.mov
https://dallasbridgeandgames.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Video-Mar-24-5-14-31-PM.mov
https://dallasbridgeandgames.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Video-Mar-28-11-56-01-AM.mov
https://www.sagamorebridgeclub.com/
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ONLINE GAME FAQS 
by 

Peter J. Boyd-Bowman and Cindy Wright 
 

 

Are games strated? 

 

Yes.  While the game is being played, BBO finds everyone’s masterpoint holdings.  The system 

them automatically stratifies the game into three equal sections:  the top ⅓ of the field is the “A” 

strat, the middle ⅓ of the field is the “B” strat, and the bottom ⅓ of the field is the “C” strat. 

 

 

Will I earn ACBL Masterpoints? 

 

Yes.  All games pay 100% black points at full club masterpoint rating.  In the past online points 

had “no pigment,” and did not count towards any races or rating requirements, only point total.  

These points will help you with your McKinney and Ace of Clubs races. 

 

In order to be eligible for ACBL masterpoints, you must sync your ACBL number with your 

BBO account.  This is easily done once you’ve created your BBO account.  

 

Once you’ve logged in, on the home screen, you should see a prominently placed tab for “ACBL 

World” under Featured Areas.  Click on it. You will now be directed to a new screen where you 

should see a large blue button near the middle labeled “Update Your ACBL number.”  Click on 

it.  Now just type in your ACBL number (use all numbers, no letters), and click update.  Done! 

 

 

How long do I have to play a board? 

 

For the first few games (as players newer to the BBO platform become acclimated to the 

mechanics of playing online), I’m starting the clock at 7 minutes per board, the same amount of 

time you’d have in a club setting.  If the game is moving smoothly, after two rounds I will reduce 

that to 6 minutes per board.  This is because once you become accustomed to it, play online is 

significantly faster than play in person (all of the mechanics of the game that take time -- 

shuffling, counting, organizing cards -- are gone).   

 

After the first full week, once a majority of the players are used to the format, I anticipate the 

event to flow very smoothly at 6 minutes per board.  

 

In any game, if ALL pairs are done with a round, the game is automatically progressed to the 

next round. 
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How long do Triad Bridge Club games on BBO last? 

 

18 board games will typically run around 2 hours (6 minutes a board * 18 boards = 108 minutes, 

plus a little time for wiggle room).  24 board games will typically run a little less than 3 hours (6 

minutes a board * 24 boards = 144 minutes).   

 

 

Are there breaks? 

 

Not in 18 board games.  In longer games (24+ boards), I will add an 8 minute break for players 

to use the facilities and fix another drink (I highly recommend drinking while playing with some 

partners online). 

 

 

I’m a “C” player.  Why did I show up as an “A” player? 

 

There is a known system glitch on BBO that the software developers are working hard to fix.  If 

you (or your partner) have recently signed up to BBO, there can be a delay in the system that 

causes C players with zero BBO points to default as A players.  They are working on this, but as 

of now, it takes 24 hours for your ACBL number to activate.  All the more reason to sign up for a 

BBO account soon! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact either Peter J. Boyd-Bowman at 

peterboydbowman@yahoo.com or by text at 336.686.3680 or Cindy Wright at 

crwbridge@yahoo.com or by text at 336.407.9842 

 

Thank you for all your support.  We’re in this together! 
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