
18 March 2020 

 
Triad Bridge Club  -- COVID-19 Update & Club News 

 
Dear Bridge Family, 
 
As your friend and owner of the Triad Bridge Club, I am deeply concerned about each of 
you as well as the state of our beloved game during the current health crisis.  I know you 
all have concerns and questions -- probably the same concerns and questions shared by 
many.  Although we will all face different obstacles in the time ahead, I know one goal 
that we all share is the timely resumption of our normal activities, including bridge 
games.  
 
I do not know what the future will bring.  However I can promise you that I will update 
you as much as possible as the situation progresses.  Please look for continued 
communication from me, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.   
 
Here is the most up to date information regarding bridge that I have: 
 

● Based on information provided by the Centers for Disease Control, the ACBL has 
strongly recommended that all clubs remain closed until at least May 11th.  That 
date is naturally subject to change.  From everything I have read so far regarding 
the spread of the virus, that target date is very optimistic.   

It is my intention to follow the ACBL’s guidelines in this matter.  As revenue 
from TBC games is one of my main sources of income, I do not take the decision to 
remain closed so long lightly.  However the health and welfare of our community 
must be our primary concern. 
 

● As some of you might know from communication from the ACBL, the League is 
working Bridge Base Online (BBO) and The Common Game to potentially run club 
games online that would benefit local clubs.  The goal would be to have regular 
club members compete versus each other, only online and not in person. 
Although I am hopeful that this might eventually come to be, I am not optimistic 
that it will happen any time soon. 
 

● Since we cannot play in person, I strongly recommend that you all explore the 
online platforms of Bridge Base (www.bridgebase.com) and Fun Bridge 
(www.funbridge.com).  If you have not done so, you can link your ACBL account 
to your BBO account and even earn masterpoints in ACBL tournaments.  Both 
platforms offer a slew of options that will both challenge and entertain.   

○ INTERESTED IN PLAYING ONLINE WITH OTHER TRIAD BRIDGE CLUB 
MEMBERS?  Email me to let me know you are interested; include your BBO 



screen name.  I will compile a list of all interested members and forward 
them along.  A great way to practice with your favorite partner from home!   
 

● Bored at home already because of all that social distancing?  A kind Australian 
bridge player has coordinated with the website Bridge Winners 
(www.bridgewinners.com) and Master Point Press to provide a digital care 
package just for bridge players!  Amongst several nice downloads are two 
excellent bridge books: 

○ Bridge in the Menagerie by Victor Mollo (a classic!) 
and 

○ A Great Deal of Bridge Problems by Julian Pottage (good intermediate level 
declarer and defender exercises) 

Both are available as .pdf download, along with a few other miscellaneous 
bridge-related items.  Check everything out at here: 
https://bridgewinners.com/article/view/social-distancing-heres-a-digital-care-pack
age/ 

 
 

● BRIDGE LESSONS 
I’m stuck at home.  You’re stuck at home.  In all likelihood, we won’t be able to 
play at clubs or tournaments for quite some time.  Playing on BBO is the perfect 
solution for anyone wanting to keep playing and working on their game. 
 
I regularly play with students online (User name is pjbb) either in ACBL 
Speedballs or against robots.  Following the game, I will review the hands either 
by phone or email.  I can also set up declarer and defender problems for pairs and 
small groups.   
 
Email me if you are interested in playing.  I am an Emerald Life Master with 
almost 9,000 masterpoints.  I have multiple top-10 finishes in NABC competitions, 
have represented the District eight times in National competitions for either the 
North American Pairs or Grand National Teams, and have dozens of Regional 
tournament wins.  I have been teaching bridge for over five years.  If you were 
ever looking for a time to work on your game, now is it! 
 

That’s all for now.  These are tough times for all of us.  We all share a deep love 
for this wonderful game, and we are better for it.  We will get through this.  See 
you on the other side of this thing. 
 
Thanks, 
Peter J B-B 

 


